200     77fE LIVING ORGANISMS OF THE SOIL   [CHAR
receive their nitrogen almost entirely by the absorption
of the  soluble organic substances.11    This view was
displaced by the so-called "mineral theory" of Licbig,
who, in laying down the broad principle that the plant
only derived certain necessary mineral constituents, its
"ash," from  the  soil, but   the whole of  its
compounds from' the atmosphere, was led to
the nitrogen as well as the other combustible
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